Getting Started with Winlink Global Email
6. VARA FM Peer-to-Peer

1. Download and install VARA FM

a

Download here VARA FM Software

b. VARA FM has a free version and a paid version ($70).
C.
d. One VARA registration number is valid for all VARA products, including VARA

The free version is twice as fast as packet. The paid version is much faster.

HF.
Also download the VARA FM guides available on the web page for future
reference.

2. Configure Winlink Express

a.
b.
C.

Open a VARA FM P2P session in Winlink Express.
Click Settings in the session screen and confirm VARA FM setup.
If the VARA FM Modem location is not correct, correct it.

# Vara FM Setup = X
Vitual TNC host address/name: 127.0.0.1
Vitual TNC Command Port: | 8300 5 Data Port: 8301
VARA FM Modem location: C:\VARA FM\VaraFM.exe Browse

@ Automatically launch Vara FM TNC when session is opened
@ Show Vara FM TNC screen when it's launched

Automatic Calling
Autoconnect time: |Disabled

[[) Automatically call when there are pending outgoing messages

Update Cancel

3. Configure VARA FM

a.

b.

When the VARA FM Winlink session window is open, the VARA FM icon should
appear in the fray at the bottom of your screen.
Click on the icon to open VARA FM.
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https://downloads.winlink.org/VARA%20Products/VARA%20FM%20v4.3.9%20%20setup.zip

C.

o

Click on Settings and Soundcard to select your sound card - USB Audio Codec.

@ SoundCard X
Device Input

i Microphone (USB Audio Device) El
Device Output
[Speakers (USE Audio Device) Ll

Channel

. fLoReLR

| Divelevel

4 . J “ras

Set the transmit audio gain slider to about -5 to -8dB.

Click the Tune button to be sure the sound card keys the radio.
Turn off radio squelch and set receive audio so the needle in the VU
meter in VARA FM is about vertical. It will fluctuate a bit.

Click Auto Tune and type in a station to Calibrate with

4, Drive Level Calibration X
Calibrate with: 3
RUEVERE ~ &

Adjust sound card or Windows sound controls according to Calibration
results

4 Drive Level Calibration X

Calibrate with: i
NTMVA-14 @

Drive Level: -25 dB

) SignalLink” USB
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Turn the TX knob to the left

Repeat Calibration adjustments until the setting is Approved.

Calibrate with
[NiMvA1Z <] &

APPROVED




4. SignaLink has gain controls but many sound cards don't. For those that don't, the
Sound adjustment in the Windows Control Panel can help.
a. Find Search in the bottom fray in Windows main desktop.
b. Type Control Panel and click on it at the top of the list that appears.

& 0 Apps  Documents  Web

Best match

. Control Panel
I Fov

=l gystem

Apps

c. Find the Sound Control icon (Speaker) in the list
m Programs and Features a Recovery

?’ Security and Maintenance } Sound
@ Sync Center System

d. Right click on the Speaker icon and send a shortcut to the desktop. Now
it will be handy for sound card adjustments.
i. Remember, the Microphone controls receive audio input from
the radio, and Speaker controls audio output o the radio.
ii. If your Control Panel shows something other than Large Icons,
click “"View by" in the upper right corner and change to Large
Icons.

5. Prepare a P2P message.
a. Open blank message screen and write a message.
b. Before posting it to the outbox, be sure to select Peer-to-Peer Message in
the Send as pull-down menu.

5‘_: Enter a new message

Close  Select Template  Attachments  Postto Outbox  Spell Check  Save in Drafts

From: | K1EHZ | Send as: | Winlink Message ~| [] Request message receipt
. i Winlink Message
To: |KA-“"|N' Radio-Only Message

Cc:
Subject: |P2P TestMessage

| o = 25330E

Attach: |

P2P test

c. If the message is intended for multiple addressees, all addressee call signs
can be written in the To window of a single message. When posted to the
outbox, Winlink will provide a separate message for each addressee to pick up.



6. Send a P2P message.
a. Select VARA FM P2P from the Open Session pull-down menu.
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b. Click Open Session.
S Vara FM Peer-to-Peer Session - K1EHZ - >
Exit Settngs Channel Sele start [ Stop | Abort
Connection: [Direct ||[catN | Freq: | 145710 | Range Besring:
| Favorites -+ Select Addtofavorites Remove from favorites

In: 0/0 Qut: 0/0 BPM: 0/0 Disconnected/Listening Time to next Autoconnect = Disabled

*** Launching VARA FM TNC: C:\VARA FM\VaraFM exe

** Successfuily connected to VARA FM TNC at 127.0.0.1 port 8300

*** Ready

** Peerto peer session

“** This is a registered version of Vara TNC that can operate at ful speed

c. Inthe Session window fill in the call sign of the addressee.
i. You may send the message to the addressee.
ii. Leave the call sign box blank if you expect the addressee(s) connect
to your station to pick up message(s).

7. Click Start to connect to the station to send the message, or leave the session open
if you expect the other station(s) to connect to pick up message(s).

8. To use a digipeater o reach a P2P station you can't reach directly, select
Digipeater instead of Direct in the session window.
a. Type the recipient station in the first box, and the SSID of the Digipeater in
the box after "via".

| ﬁ Vara FM Peer-to-Peer Session - K1EHZ - X
Exit Settings Channel Selection  Start Abort
Connection: KATUN via . Freq.: Range: Bearing: I:I
Favorites: v Select Addtofavorites Remove from favorites

| In: 0/0 Out: 0/0 BPM: 0/0 Disconnected/Listening Time to next Autoconnect = Disabled

“** Launching VARA FM TNC: C:\VARA FM\VaraFM exe

“** Successfully connected to VARA FM TNC at 127.0.0.1 port 3300

“** Ready

=" Peerto-peer session

“** This is a registered version of Vara TNC that can operate at full speed



